Star Table
Abraham Tesser
Veneer top (walnut, maple, wenge, olive ash burl, black dyed poplar), steam bent oak legs, walnut base.

Oil finish

Top 30” diameter, Height 29”

2008

Many of the objects that I make reflect my Jewish identity.  So, when I became interested in marquetry it was natural to explore Jewish imagery.  A Jewish star seemed simple enough to help get me started.  The star I designed is highly stylized and has curvilinear lines rather than the usual rectilinear lines.  The curves, with their trailing tendrils, give the star a dynamic feel.  And, this dynamic is further accentuated by having a background composed of non-centered circles, within circles.  The steam bent oak legs look a bit like reeds bowing in the wind and they further complement the feeling of movement in the table.

Furniture design often takes its cue from graphic design.  In this case the usual flow of influence was turned upside down.  At about the time I completed the table my wife, Carmen, and I helped lead an effort to develop the Athens Jewish Film Festival.  When we needed a logo for the Festival, out came the drawing for the Star Table.  We added a bit of color and the first logo for the Athens Jewish Film Festival was born.  Some months later a professional graphic artist, Alex Murawski, volunteered to work on the logo and it morphed into the present version.  
