Pool Cue Stand
Abraham Tesser

From the collection of Frank and Susan Gilmurray

(Depth x Width x Height): 16" x 16" x 62"
Walnut, walnut burl veneer, maple
Oil finish

2007

I don’t do much turning; perhaps a bowl, candlesticks, etc. simply to unwind and punctuate the completion of a project.   Recently, however, a client put the lathe front and center with his request.  
Frank Gilmurray, a pool cue collector, wanted a unique way to display his collection.  His only two constraints were that the display had to fit in the corner of the room and that there be no surface that invited people to deposit their drinks.  To meet these constraints, I designed an octagonal base so the wall lines would follow two sides of the octagon and there would be no unfriendly corner jutting into the room as there would be with a four sided base.  Second, the circular table top would have a shaped surface to discourage setting down drinks.  
Frank’s pool cues are precious to him.  So, I built in protection, perhaps to the point of coddling.  The pool cues never touch anything hard, not even wood.  They stand in their leather lined depressions on the table top and lean into their leather lined slots near the top.  In front of each leather lined slot is a leather gate.  The leather gate is stiff enough to hold the cue when the stand turns; and the stick is easily pulled past the gate when it is removed. 

 I chose a dark wood, walnut, in order to provide a contrasting background to the cues which are mostly light in color.  I also added some curly maple parts and decoration to contrast with the walnut.  Finally, at the very top of the stand the white cue ball picks up the color of the maple accents and provides an elegant “topping” for the stand 
In the aftermath:  Pool players seem to like the stand, or at least find it interesting.  Pictures of it have been featured in two pool magazines
.  And, since completing the stand, I bought a new lathe, one large enough to more conveniently turn pieces of this scale.  Perhaps wood turnings will become a more regular part of my furniture making vocabulary.  Fun!
� Tesser cue stand.  Inside Pool Magazine. Vol. VIII, #4, p. 32, 2008.  That’s one stand-up cue stand.   Pool and Billiards Magazine.  Vol. 26 (4), p. 38.  April, 2008.








